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“RIVER.SWAMP.CAVE.MOUNTAIN. did an amazing thing for children all across Utah. It made it okay to talk about 
grief and the people we love who have died. So many children go to school each day missing someone close to 
them but don’t have the ability to identify those feelings or an environment of acceptance for these feelings. 
RIVER.SWAMP.CAVE.MOUNTAIN. gave these kids a moment to say “Me, too.” and to know their feelings of grief 
are normal and okay. Thank you, Plan-B Theatre for normalizing children’s grief and giving these kids a moment 
to not have to grieve alone.” 

 
– Jill Macfarlane, 
Program Director, The Sharing Place 

 



 

Overview 
 
We had 46 performances in 10 different counties in just five weeks, reaching a total audience of 7,788. In 
addition to performing for RDT’s Ring Around the Rose series, we visited 31 schools, 9 libraries, a shelter, a center 
for people with disabilities, and the Sharing Place. 26 of these locations were new additions to the tour this year! We 
received a record amount of feedback as 44 people filled out an evaluation survey, and several more offered 
feedback in person or through email. We estimate that we provided a first experience of live theatre for more than 
2700 elementary school students. 
 

Touring dates 
10/13/17 Granger Elementary 
10/13/17 Stansbury Elementary 
10/14/17 Rose Wagner (RDT) 
10/16/17 Lakeview Academy 
10/16/17 Gunnison Valley Elementary 
10/17/17 Loa Elementary 
10/17/17 Oscarson Elementary 
10/18/17 Salina Elementary 
10/18/17 Panguitch Elementary 
10/20/17 Main Branch, City Library 
10/21/17 Glendale Branch, City Library 
10/23/17 Leadership Learning Academy (2 shows) 
10/24/17 Park City Day School 
10/24/17 Safe Harbor Crisis Center 
10/25/17 Layton Christian Academy 
10/25/17 West Clinton Elementary 
10/26/17 Centerville Library 
10/26/17 Liberty Elementary 
10/27/17 Davis County Central Library 
10/30/17 Community Cooperative Nursery School 
10/30/17 Shadow Valley Elementary 
11/03/17 Nibley Park 

11/03/17 Open Classroom 
11/03/17 Riley Elementary 
11/04/17 Sweet Branch, City Library 
11/08/17 Escalante Elementary 
11/08/17 Meadowlark Elementary 
11/09/17 Bennion Elementary 
11/10/17 Jackson Elementary 
11/10/17 Newman Elementary 
11/11/17 Chapman Branch, City Library 
11/13/17 Pioneer Adult Rehab Center (PARC) 
11/13/17 Davis Connect Digital Learning 
11/14/17 Adams Elementary 
11/14/17 Highmark Charter School 
11/15/17 Endeavour Elementary 
11/15/17 Mountain View Elementary 
11/16/17 The Sharing Place (2 shows) 
11/16/17 Heritage Elementary 
11/16/17 King Elementary 
11/17/17 Roy Library 
11/17/17 Odyssey Elementary 
11/18/17 Marmalade Branch, City Library 
11/18/17 Anderson-Foothill, City Library 

 
 
“We have presented our “Active Stages: Arts In Education” program for 10 years. The last five years have been 
Plan-B’s Free Elementary School Tour, which has exceeded the highest standards in every way, every year. I can 
honestly say that RIVER.SWAMP.CAVE.MOUNTAIN. has topped them all! The addition of the tour manager this year, 
trained to lead a post-show discussion, makes this partnership even more valuable. For many of these students, this 
program is their first experience with live performance. That, combined with learning such critical life lessons, is 
unimaginably satisfying. This year, RIVER.SWAMP.CAVE.MOUNTAIN. provided us with the most professionally-
produced, directed, acted and written theatrical production about grief imaginable. Students, teachers, 
administrators, and parents were laughing, crying and engaged. We are honored to present Plan-B’s Free 
Elementary School Tour to Davis County schools and we hope to do so for a long time coming.” 
 
 – Kirt Bateman, Executive Director, Davis Arts Council 



 

  
 
In-School Performances 
 
We performed at 31 schools, reaching 6,717 students and 484 teachers/school staff. More than 2,600 students 
said it was their first exposure to live theatre. Our smallest audience was 13 students and 3 staff at Oscarson 
Elementary; our largest was 461 students and 31 staff at Gunnison Valley Elementary.  

 
Students responded enthusiastically and kids at every performance would call 
out things to the actors. For example, they almost universally wanted Izzy to 
sing and would yell “Sing! SING!” at her. When Izzy said she didn't know the 
exact number of grandmothers who had died, kids would start guessing: "100!" 
"6 million!" Often they would call out encouragement when the characters were 
feeling afraid, or add their own ghostly sound effects to the cave. 
 
It was a little surprising how much of the play children found funny! They 
laughed uproariously throughout, even during moments that would typically 
have adults tearing up, such as when JJ cried.  
 
It was common to see students mimic JJ and Izzy by making their own "telescopes" with 
their hands, swinging their arms like they were marching, paddling their own imaginary 
boat, or holding their breath to count to 10. It also was not unusual for them to dance 
along to the music with bobbing heads and waving arms. 
 
Each performance was followed by a short discussion about feelings and how we cope 
with them. 
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Tour Journal: Davis Connect Digital Learning 
We performed for a group of distance learning kids and 
their parents and a webcam was set up so 4 students could 
watch from home. One mom told me "That was awesome!" 
and Rebecca, the program director, told me she thought 
the kids really connected with the play.  
"Our kids all have reasons why traditional school doesn't 
work for them, many of them for social or emotional 
reasons, so this was perfect for them."  
She also mentioned that several kids have serious illnesses, 
or have siblings with serious illnesses, so she was grateful 
for the materials from the Sharing Place and felt they would 
come in useful. 
 

 
Tour Journal: Panguitch Elementary 
The principal was so happy we were there and kept telling 
me how rarely they get arts opportunities like this and how 
great it is for the kids. The day before they'd had a science 
assembly from the Clark planetarium and the kids had 
gotten a little over excited and rowdy. He was impressed at 
what a good job we did at keeping the students sitting 
quietly and listening. He commented that even the kids who 
normally can't sit still that long were engaged by the 
performance. 
 
 



 

 
 
Library Performances 
We performed at 9 libraries in 3 counties, reaching a total audience of 250, including 25 children who had never 
seen a play before. 
 

Location Audience 
Anderson-Foothill, City Library 48 
Centerville Library 8 
Chapman Branch, City Library 23 
Davis County Central Library 21 
Glendale Branch, City Library 26 
Main Branch, City Library 54 
Marmalade Branch, City Library 45 
Roy Library 25 
Sweet Branch, City Library 22 

Total Audience 250 
 

 

 
  
 
 
 
Several audience members from the library 
performances wrote us notes about the play. 
 
 
 

 
Tour Journal: Glendale Branch Library 
Some kids were at the library unattended and three boys 
were particularly boisterous. Ashley commented afterwards 
that she felt stressed because she felt like the boys were 
heckling her, but then during the post-show when they 
were enthusiastically answering the questions, she realized 
that maybe she had misjudged them. Who are we to 
dictate how the kids engage with the play? 
 

 
Tour Journal: Sweet Branch Library 
A mother approached me to convey her thanks for the 
performance. “I’m a child psychologist,” she explained, “So I deal 
with this subject matter a lot. You did a great job. It was so well 
paced and perfect for kids.” Her son, who due to trauma 
experienced before she adopted him, didn’t even speak until two 
years ago, was busy telling Ben and Ashley about all of the things 
that made him feel afraid. 
 

 
“RIVER.SWAMP.CAVE.MOUNTAIN. was a big hit at 
the Marmalade Branch this last Saturday! The 
room was full of kids and families, and everyone 
seemed to really enjoy the show. We would never 
be able to provide this kind of high-quality 
theatre programming to our neighbors without 
great partners like Plan-B Theatre.”  
 
– Andrew Shaw 
Communications Manager  
Salt Lake City Public Library 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Special Performances 
 
Safe Harbor 
 
The Safe Harbor shelter in Davis County provides safety and support for 
survivors of domestic violence. The shelter hosted an evening performance for 
their residents. Three mothers attended with their children. The kids ranged 
from a toddler to 6th graders and loved interacting with the actors. They eagerly 
shared stories about things that made them laugh at school, and peppered us 
with questions about the play and the costumes. 
 
 

 
 
PARC (Pioneer Adult Rehab Center) 
 
PARC offers support services for adults with disabilities, helping them 
develop job skills and find employment opportunities. This was a fun 
performance and the audience was really engaged and responsive. 
Afterwards Ben and Ashley were treated like rock stars with people 
crowding around to talk to them and take their picture.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
The Sharing Place 
 
The Sharing Place, a nonprofit organization that offers 
grief support for children and their families after the 
death of a family member, was instrumental in the 
development of this play. It was an absolute honor to be 
able to perform RIVER.SWAMP.CAVE.MOUNTAIN. at the 
Sharing Place on November 16 in honor of Children’s 
Grief Awareness Day. We were able to perform for a total 
of 80 people between two shows and received many 
teary-eyed thank you’s. 

  



 

Survey Responses 
 
We received 41 survey responses from teachers or administrators at 16 different schools. Here is a sample of 
comments from those surveys: 
 

Did this performance lead to activities and/or discussion in your classroom? If 
so, tell us about them! 
This performance lead to other discussions about when we could have these same feelings. How we can 
recognize, deal with, and who to talk to about it. It was a great play with good teaching experiences. 
We talked about the strategy for dealing with "BIG" feelings afterwards. Taking a breath and counting to 
ten. They were able to recall and use this strategy.  
Yes, a lot of my students told me about someone they had lost and then we were able to talk about their 
feelings. 

Yes it did...and sadly it was necessary. One of my students' had a baby brother pass away this week.  
Yes. We discussed it's ok to have different feelings and sad and angry feelings are ok to have we just 
need to respond in an appropriate way. 
We briefly talked about emotions. The class discussed feeling different emotions, being okay with feeling 
sad, happy, and everything in between. My students also talked about how sometimes, circumstances 
make you feel a lot of different emotions at the same time.  
Afterward, the children connected Izzy's and JJ's emotions to our classroom discussions and work around 
feelings  
Yes it did we have had a 3rd grade student who lost her mother this year due to an illness. The teacher 
was able to use the packet and talk with her and the class about it. 
Many of the students have lost grandparents and so they could relate to what was being talked about in 
the play. It opened up the door for them to freely talk about the issue of death with their peers and get 
sympathy, understanding and a little feedback from each other. 

It gave me further ideas on how to talk about trauma with younger students. 
 
Anything else you want to share with us: 
I really liked it! Thank you for coming to our school! 

We would like you to come back for future performances. Thanks! 

Your performance kept my Kindergartner's attention during the whole play. I was amazed! 

I appreciated that it was a topic that was more serious but looked at in the child's perspective.  
Very, very good for our students. It kept our younger students captivated and interested. It was simple 
and effective and our students truly did stay with the actors and were given a good learning opportunity. 
Our rural school needs more opportunities to have these types of experiences. 
A BIG thanks to Plan-B 
Even though the performance was slated for K-3, I thought my 4th graders really enjoyed your 
performance. There were a lot of applicable themes, and they were engaged the whole time. Thank you! 
The actors were great and the kids were able to connect with them very easily.  
I really appreciated how new vocabulary was introduced and the overall upbeat approach towards such 
difficult subject matter as loss. It was very well done.  
Thank you for creating such a valuable performance and offering for our students.  

The show was very kid friendly and well done. Thank you for sharing it with our community. 
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“RIVER.SWAMP.CAVE.MOUNTAIN. was the perfect addition to our “Ring Around the Rose” series, which 
presents ‘wiggle-friendly’ performances for children and families from professional artists, introducing them 
to the theater in an approachable way. RIVER.SWAMP.CAVE.MOUNTAIN. not only presented a professional 
show with talented actors, but tackled a very important topic. The children in attendance were delighted and 
listened with rapt attention. It was the perfect introduction to the theater.” 
 

 – Stephanie Perkins 
PR & Marketing Director, RDT 
Repertory Dance Theatre 
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Tour Journal: Davis Connect Digital Learning 
We performed for a group of distance learning kids and 
their parents and a webcam was set up so 4 students could 
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Tour Journal: Glendale Branch Library 
Some kids were at the library unattended and three boys 
were particularly boisterous. Ashley commented afterwards 
that she felt stressed because she felt like the boys were 
heckling her, but then during the post-show when they 
were enthusiastically answering the questions, she realized 
that maybe she had misjudged them. Who are we to 
dictate how the kids engage with the play? 
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A mother approached me to convey her thanks for the 
performance. “I’m a child psychologist,” she explained, “So I deal 
with this subject matter a lot. You did a great job. It was so well 
paced and perfect for kids.” Her son, who due to trauma 
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their residents. Three mothers attended with their children. The kids ranged 
from a toddler to 6th graders and loved interacting with the actors. They eagerly 
shared stories about things that made them laugh at school, and peppered us 
with questions about the play and the costumes. 
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Survey Responses 
 
We received 41 survey responses from teachers or administrators at 16 different schools. Here is a sample of 
comments from those surveys: 
 

Did this performance lead to activities and/or discussion in your classroom? If 
so, tell us about them! 
This performance lead to other discussions about when we could have these same feelings. How we can 
recognize, deal with, and who to talk to about it. It was a great play with good teaching experiences. 
We talked about the strategy for dealing with "BIG" feelings afterwards. Taking a breath and counting to 
ten. They were able to recall and use this strategy.  
Yes, a lot of my students told me about someone they had lost and then we were able to talk about their 
feelings. 

Yes it did...and sadly it was necessary. One of my students' had a baby brother pass away this week.  
Yes. We discussed it's ok to have different feelings and sad and angry feelings are ok to have we just 
need to respond in an appropriate way. 
We briefly talked about emotions. The class discussed feeling different emotions, being okay with feeling 
sad, happy, and everything in between. My students also talked about how sometimes, circumstances 
make you feel a lot of different emotions at the same time.  
Afterward, the children connected Izzy's and JJ's emotions to our classroom discussions and work around 
feelings  
Yes it did we have had a 3rd grade student who lost her mother this year due to an illness. The teacher 
was able to use the packet and talk with her and the class about it. 
Many of the students have lost grandparents and so they could relate to what was being talked about in 
the play. It opened up the door for them to freely talk about the issue of death with their peers and get 
sympathy, understanding and a little feedback from each other. 

It gave me further ideas on how to talk about trauma with younger students. 
 
Anything else you want to share with us: 
I really liked it! Thank you for coming to our school! 

We would like you to come back for future performances. Thanks! 

Your performance kept my Kindergartner's attention during the whole play. I was amazed! 

I appreciated that it was a topic that was more serious but looked at in the child's perspective.  
Very, very good for our students. It kept our younger students captivated and interested. It was simple 
and effective and our students truly did stay with the actors and were given a good learning opportunity. 
Our rural school needs more opportunities to have these types of experiences. 
A BIG thanks to Plan-B 
Even though the performance was slated for K-3, I thought my 4th graders really enjoyed your 
performance. There were a lot of applicable themes, and they were engaged the whole time. Thank you! 
The actors were great and the kids were able to connect with them very easily.  
I really appreciated how new vocabulary was introduced and the overall upbeat approach towards such 
difficult subject matter as loss. It was very well done.  
Thank you for creating such a valuable performance and offering for our students.  

The show was very kid friendly and well done. Thank you for sharing it with our community. 

 


