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T h i s  s t u d y  g u i d e  w i l l  a c c o m p a n y  y o u  
a s  y o u  r e a d ,  w a t c h ,  a n d  d i s c u s s  






b y  C a r l e t o n  B l u f o r d

WELCOME TO A WEEK WITH A PLAY

JORDAN & MELVIN (A BLACK COUPLE) AND THEIR FRIENDS RYAN & TAYLOR (A WHITE COUPLE) 

ARE FORCED TO NAVIGATE A NEAR-FUTURE AMERICA WHERE WHITE PEOPLE ARE AT RISK. 



BLACK HISTORY MONTH LIKE YOU’VE NEVER SEEN IT.

THE PLAYWRIGHT
Y o u r  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  m e e t  C a r l e t o n  B l u f o r d  a n d  a s k
h i m  a b o u t  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  w r i t i n g  T H E  C L E A N - U P  P R O J E C T .  R e a d  h i s  b i o
a n d  a r t i c l e s  h e  w r o t e  f o r  C a t a l y s t  M a g a z i n e  a n d  Q S a l t L a k e  M a g a z i n e  a t
p l a n b t h e a t r e . o r g / c a r l e t o n b l u f o r d / .

" M y  p r o c e s s  o f  w r i t i n g  t h i s  p l a y
d i r e c t l y  m i r r o r s  w h a t  I  w a s  g o i n g
t h r o u g h  i n  m y  l i f e ,  i n  r e a l  t i m e .  I  h a d
a  l o t  o f  f e e l i n g s  b u t  d i d n ’ t  q u i t e
k n o w  h o w  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e m  o r  w h a t
p e o p l e  w o u l d  t h i n k  o f  m e  i f  I  d i d .
T h i s  s t r u g g l e  i n  c e n t r a l  t o  t h e  p l a y . "

C a r l e t o n  B l u f o r d  
C a t a l y s t  M a g a z i n e
F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 2  i s s u e

https://planbtheatre.org/carletonbluford/
https://planbtheatre.org/carletonbluford/
https://planbtheatre.org/carletonbluford/


A c k n o w l e d g e  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  r a c e  i n  y o u r  s t u d e n t s ’  l i v e s .

D i s p e l  i d e a s  a b o u t  a  b i o l o g i c a l  b a s i s  f o r  r a c e .

L e a r n  a b o u t  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  r a c e  a s  a  s o c i a l  c o n s t r u c t  a n d  m e a n s  o f
c o n t r o l .

C r e a t e  a  s a f e  e n v i r o n m e n t  w i t h  c l e a r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  g u i d e l i n e s .

I d e n t i f y  c o m m o n  r o a d b l o c k s  t o  p r o d u c t i v e  d i s c u s s i o n .

R e c o g n i z e  t h a t  d i s p a r i t i e s  e x i s t  b u t  n e e d  n o t  p e r s i s t .

S p e a k  f r o m  y o u r  o w n  e x p e r i e n c e .

C r e a t e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  s t u d e n t s  t o  s p e a k  f r o m  t h e i r  o w n  e x p e r i e n c e .

" J u s t i c e  i s  i n d i v i s i b l e ;  
i n j u s t i c e  a n y w h e r e  

i s  a  t h r e a t  t o  
j u s t i c e  e v e r y w h e r e . "  








D r .  M a r t i n  L u t h e r  K i n g  J r .
N a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  o n  N e w  P o l i t i c s  

A u g u s t  3 1 ,  1 9 6 7

THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT

T h r o u g h o u t  T H E  C L E A N - U P  P R O J E C T ,  c h a r a c t e r s  r e f e r  t o  p e o p l e  a n d
e v e n t s  i n  t h e  A m e r i c a n  C i v i l  R i g h t s  M o v e m e n t .  T h e  r e s o u r c e s  b e l o w  m a y
h e l p  y o u  f u r t h e r  e x p l o r e  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  p l a y  w i t h  y o u r  s t u d e n t s .  

•  P B S  U t a h

•  U t a h  E d u c a t i o n  N e t w o r k ’ s  T h e m e p a r k

•  T h e  S o u t h e r n  P o v e r t y  L a w  C e n t e r ’ s  L e a r n i n g  f o r  J u s t i c e  

B e  p r e p a r e d  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n s  a b o u t  r a c e  a n d  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .  W e  h o p e  f o r
e a c h  s t u d e n t  t o  h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e s p o n d  h o n e s t l y  t o  t h e  p l a y
a n d  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  e x p l o r e  i t s  t h e m e s  i n  a  s a f e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  T h e
S o u t h e r n  P o v e r t y  L a w  C e n t e r  s u g g e s t s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p o i n t s  f o r  t a l k i n g
a b o u t  r a c e  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m :

Photo source: Library of Congress

https://utah.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/civil/
https://www.uen.org/themepark/liberty/civilrights.shtml
https://www.learningforjustice.org/classroom-resources/lessons
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3c11165/


I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  M a r t i n  L u t h e r  K i n g ,  J r .  a n d  R o s a  P a r k s ,  t w o  o f  t h e  m o s t
f a m o u s  c i v i l  r i g h t s  a c t i v i s t  i n  A m e r i c a n  h i s t o r y ,  t h e  p e o p l e  b e l o w  a r e
m e n t i o n e d  b y  n a m e  i n  T H E  C L E A N - U P  P R O J E C T .  A f t e r  l e a r n i n g  a  l i t t l e
a b o u t  e a c h ,  a s k  y o u r  s t u d e n t s :  w h y  d o  y o u  t h i n k  B l u f o r d  c h o s e  t o
i n c l u d e  a  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h i s  p e r s o n ?



C o l i n  K a e p e r n i c k :  A t h l e t e s  v s .  I n j u s t i c e :  P r o t e s t s  i n  S p o r t s  
( v i d e o )  R e t r o  R e p o r t  o n  P B S  ( 1 1 : 1 3 )

B a y a r d  R u s t i n :  T h e  G a y  C i v i l  R i g h t s  A c t i v i s t  N e a r l y  E r a s e d  F r o m  H i s t o r y
( v i d e o )  G r e a t  B i g  S t o r y  ( 3 : 1 5 )

R a l p h  A b e r n a t h y :  A b e r n a t h y ’ s  E p i t a p h  R e a d s :  ‘ I  T r i e d ’  
( a r t i c l e )  A P  N e w s  A p r i l  1 8 ,  1 9 9 0

J o  A n n  R o b i n s o n :  H i d d e n  W o m e n  o f  t h e  M o n t g o m e r y  B u s  B o y c o t t  
( v i d e o )  A L . c o m  ( 5 : 2 5 )

S t a c e y  A b r a m s :  3  Q u e s t i o n s  t o  A s k  Y o u r s e l f  A b o u t  E v e r y t h i n g  Y o u  D o
( v i d e o )  T E D  ( 1 2 : 3 8 )

CIVIL RIGHTS ACTIVISTS

C h a l l e n g e  y o u r  s t u d e n t s  t o  f i n d  a n d  s h a r e  a n  e x a m p l e  o f  s o m e o n e  w h o
i s  c u r r e n t l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  c a m p a i g n i n g  f o r  s o c i a l  c h a n g e .  R e m i n d  t h e m
t h a t  i t ’ s  n o t  j u s t  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  l a w y e r s ,  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  o r g a n i z e r s ,  b u t
a l s o  a r t i s t s !  C o n s i d e r ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  p o e t  A m a n d a  G o r m a n  o r  h i p - h o p
a r t i s t  L i l  N a s  X .

WHAT DO ACTIVISTS LOOK LIKE TODAY?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=JEVT87x_e04
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rD-ItELhG88
https://apnews.com/article/e296c7e428fc7d9e4508c2c8a5cb5939
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tf7VmFRsGdo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3zJHwOwirjA
https://time.com/5933596/amanda-gorman-michelle-obama-interview/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/dawnstaceyennis/2021/09/01/lil-nas-x-named-suicide-prevention-advocate-of-the-year/


W h a t  d o e s  i t  m e a n  t o  b e  a n  a l l y ?  
A r e  T a y l o r  &  R y a n  a l l i e s ?  
A r e  J o r d a n  &  M e l v i n  a l l i e s ?

A l l y s h i p ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  A n t i -
O p p r e s s i o n  N e t w o r k ,  i s  a  l i f e l o n g
p r o c e s s  o f

BEING AN ALLY

p r o c e s s  o f  b u i l d i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b a s e d  o n  t r u s t ,  c o n s i s t e n c y ,  a n d
a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  w i t h  m a r g i n a l i z e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d / o r  g r o u p s  o f  p e o p l e . ”
J u s t  a s  y o u  d o n ’ t  g e t  t o  d e c i d e  w h e n  o t h e r s  t r u s t  y o u ,  y o u  d o n ’ t  g e t  t o
l a b e l  y o u r s e l f  a s  a n  a l l y .  

I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  a l l y s h i p  i s  n o t  a  s e l f - d e f i n e d  i d e n t i t y .  M i a  M c k e n z i e
o f f e r s  t h e  f r u s t r a t i n g  e x a m p l e  o f  a  w h i t e  s t u d e n t  w h o  r e s p o n d e d  p o o r l y
t o  b e i n g  c a l l e d  o u t  o n  r a c i s t  b e h a v i o r :  “ w h e n e v e r  s h e  w a s  a p p r o a c h e d
a b o u t  s o m e  o p p r e s s i v e  t h i n g  s h e  d i d  o r  s a i d ,  [ s h e ]  g o t  i n  h e r  w h i t e  g i r l
f e e l s  a n d  c r i e d  a b o u t  h o w  t h e  P o C  s t u d e n t  w a s  e r a s i n g  h e r  i d e n t i t y  a s
a n  a l l y . ”  A l l y  i s  a  t e r m  t h a t  d e s c r i b e s  y o u r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  n o t
a  c o r e  a s p e c t  o f  w h o  y o u  a r e .  S o m e o n e  t h i n k s  o f  y o u  a s  a n  a l l y  w h e n
t h e y  f e e l  t h e y  c a n  t r u s t  y o u  t o  l i s t e n  t o  a n d  s u p p o r t  t h e m .  

M c k e n z i e  w r i t e s ,  “ S o l i d a r i t y  i s  a c t i o n .  T h a t ’ s  i t .  W h a t  w e  D O  i n
s o l i d a r i t y  i s  a l l  t h a t  c o u n t s .  H o w  p e o p l e  w i t h  p r i v i l e g e  l i s t e n  t o  w h a t
m a r g i n a l i z e d  g r o u p s  a s k  o f  t h e m  a n d  d o  t h a t  i s  a l l  t h a t  c o u n t s .
C l a i m i n g  “ a l l y ”  a s  a n  i d e n t i t y  a n d  t h e n  u s i n g  i t  t o  s h i e l d  o n e s e l f  f r o m
t h e  c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h o s e  o n e  s a y s  t h e y ’ r e  a n  “ a l l y ”  t o  i s  t h e  o p p o s i t e  o f
s o l i d a r i t y . ”  

A n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  b e i n g  a n  a l l y  i s  w o r k i n g  t o  e d u c a t e  o t h e r s ,
e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  w i t h  w h o m  y o u  s h a r e  a n  i d e n t i t y .  J a m i e  U t t  w r i t e s ,  “ A s
a  p e r s o n  w h o  b e n e f i t s  e v e r y  s i n g l e  d a y  f r o m  W h i t e  p r i v i l e g e ,  i t  i s  n o t  m y
p l a c e  t o  e n g a g e  P e o p l e  o f  C o l o r  i n  a  d i s c u s s i o n  a b o u t  w h a t  i s  o r  i s  n o t
r a c i s t .  T h a t ’ s  n o t  s o l i d a r i t y .  H o w e v e r ,  I  h a v e  a  v e r y  s p e c i f i c
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  e n g a g i n g  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  a b o u t  r a c i s m :  t a l k i n g  t o  o t h e r
W h i t e  p e o p l e .  B e y o n d  l i s t e n i n g ,  a r g u a b l y  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g  t h a t  I
c a n  d o  t o  a c t  i n  s o l i d a r i t y  i s  t o  e n g a g e  t h o s e  w h o  s h a r e  m y  i d e n t i t y .  A s
a  m a n ,  I  h a v e  a  s p e c i f i c  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  e n g a g e  m e n  i n  b u i l d i n g  a  m o r e
p o s i t i v e  m a s c u l i n i t y  a n d  s t a n d i n g  u p  t o  m i s o g y n y  a n d  s e x i s m .  A s  a  W h i t e
p e r s o n ,  I  h a v e  a  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  s t a n d  u p  t o  r a c i s m  a n d  w o r k  t o  b r i n g
W h i t e  p e o p l e  i n t o  t h e  a n t i - r a c i s t  c o n v e r s a t i o n  i n  a  w a y  t h a t  t h e y  c a n
h e a r  a n d  a c c e s s .  A s  a n  a b l e - b o d i e d  p e r s o n ,  I  h a v e  a  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o
c a l l  o u t  e x a m p l e s  o f  e v e r y d a y  a b l e i s m . ”

“ I n  t h e  e n d  w e  w i l l  r e m e m b e r  
n o t  t h e  w o r d s  o f  o u r  e n e m i e s ,  

b u t  t h e  s i l e n c e  o f  o u r
f r i e n d s . ”  




-  D r .  M a r t i n  L u t h e r  K i n g  J r .

“ I f  y o u  h a v e  s o m e  p o w e r ,  t h e n  y o u r  j o b  i s  t o  e m p o w e r  s o m e b o d y  e l s e . ”  
- T o n i  M o r r i s o n

https://theantioppressionnetwork.com/allyship/
https://www.bgdblog.org/2015/11/the-difference-between-real-solidarity-and-ally-theatre/


Essent ia l  Meaning  of  ident ity
1 :  who someone is :  the  name of  a  person
The ident i ty  of  the  cr imina l/v ic t im i s  not  known.

2:  the  qual i t ies ,  be l iefs ,  etc . ,  that  make a  part icular
person or  group d i f ferent  from others
As  ch i ldren  grow,  they  estab l i sh  the i r  own ident i t ies .

INTERSECTIONALITY

A s p e c t s  o f  I d e n t i t y
H a v e  y o u r  s t u d e n t s  p a i r  u p .  A s k  t h e m  t o  i d e n t i f y  s o m e t h i n g  t h e y  h a v e  i n
c o m m o n  w i t h  t h e i r  p a r t n e r  a n d  a  w a y  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  d i f f e r .  H a v e  t h e m
r e p e a t  t h e  a c t i v i t y  w i t h  s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t n e r s .
 

W r i t e  t h e  w o r d  i d e n t i t y  o n  t h e  b o a r d  a n d  a s k  y o u r  s t u d e n t s  t o  d e f i n e  i t .
T h e n  b r a i n s t o r m  d i f f e r e n t  a s p e c t s  o f  i d e n t i t i e s  s u c h  a s  t h e i r  g e n d e r ,
r a c e ,  a g e ,  d i s a b i l i t i e s ,  r e l i g i o n ,  a n d  s e x u a l  o r i e n t a t i o n .  

W h a t  i s  i n t e r s e c t i o n a l i t y ?
T h e  t e r m  i n t e r s e c t i o n a l i t y  w a s  c o i n e d  b y  l a w  p r o f e s s o r  K i m b e r l é
C r e n s h a w  t o  d e s c r i b e  a  f r a m e w o r k  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  a b o u t  h o w  p e o p l e
o f t e n  f a c e  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i n  o v e r - l a p p i n g  w a y s .  T o  h e l p  y o u r  s t u d e n t s
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  n e e d  f o r  t h i s  f r a m e w o r k ,  w a t c h  C r e n s h a w ’ s  T E D  t a l k  T h e
U r g e n c y  o f  I n t e r s e c t i o n a l i t y  ( 1 8 : 4 9 ) .  W h i l e  t h e  e n t i r e  v i d e o  i s  q u i t e
m o v i n g ,  i f  t i m e  i s  s h o r t — a s  i t  s o  o f t e n  i s  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m — w a t c h  f r o m
4 : 5 3  t o  1 1 : 3 5  f o r  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  p o i n t s .

R o s a  P a r k s
B l a c k  w o m e n  w i s h i n g  t o  j o i n  t h e  C i v i l  R i g h t s  M o v e m e n t  i n  t h e  1 9 6 0 ’ s
o f t e n  f a c e d  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  f r o m  B l a c k  m e n  w h o  d i d  n o t  v i e w  t h e m  a s
e q u a l s .  R e a d  d i s c u s s  t h e  p a s s a g e  o n  t h e  n e x t  p a g e  w i t h  y o u r  s t u d e n t s .

A u d r e  L o r d e
A u d r e  L o r d e  w a s  a  B l a c k  l e s b i a n  p o e t  a n d  c i v i l  r i g h t s  a c t i v i s t .  I n  a  1 9 8 2
a d d r e s s  a t  H a r v a r d  U n i v e r s i t y ,  s h e  s a i d ,  " T h e r e  i s  n o  s u c h  t h i n g  a s  a
s i n g l e - i s s u e  s t r u g g l e ,  b e c a u s e  w e  d o  n o t  l i v e  s i n g l e - i s s u e  l i v e s . "

W i t h  y o u r  s t u d e n t s ,  r e a d  a n d  d i s c u s s  L o r d e ’ s  p o e m  W h o  S a i d  i t  w a s
S i m p l e  a b o u t  h e r  e x p e r i e n c e s  e n c o u n t e r i n g  r a c i s m  w i t h i n  t h e  F e m i n i s t
M o v e m e n t .

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=akOe5-UsQ2o
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/1982-audre-lorde-learning-60s/


[ H e r  h u s b a n d ]  h a d  l o n g  d i s c o u r a g e d  h e r  f r o m  j o i n i n g  t h e  N A A C P — t o o
d a n g e r o u s  f o r  a  w o m a n ,  h e  s a i d .  B u t  i n  1 9 4 3 ,  R o s a  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  l o c a l
c h a p t e r  h a d  a t  l e a s t  o n e  f e m a l e  m e m b e r — h e r  o l d  f r i e n d  f r o m  M i s s  W h i t e ' s
s c h o o l ,  J o h n n i e  C a r r .  R o s a  d e c i d e d  t o  g o  t o  t h e  D e c e m b e r  m e e t i n g  t o  s e e
C a r r  a n d  t a k e  a  l o o k  a t  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  h e r s e l f .  T h e  m e e t i n g ,  w h i c h  C a r r
d i d n ' t  a t t e n d ,  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  b e  t h e  a n n u a l  e l e c t i o n  o f  o f f i c e r s .  T h e  m e n  s a i d
t h e y  n e e d e d  a  w o m a n  t o  t a k e  t h e  m i n u t e s ,  a n d  P a r k s ,  t h e  o n l y  w o m a n
p r e s e n t ,  a g r e e d .  " I  w a s  t o o  t i m i d  t o  s a y  n o , ”  s h e  e x p l a i n e d .  S h e  p a i d  h e r
m e m b e r s h i p  d u e s ,  w a s  e l e c t e d  s e c r e t a r y  o n  t h e  s p o t ,  a n d ,  f r o m  t h a t  m o m e n t
o n ,  t h r e w  h e r s e l f  i n t o  c i v i l  r i g h t s  w o r k  w i t h  s i n g u l a r  p a s s i o n .  

D e s p i t e  h e r  m o d e r n  i m a g e  a s  a  s i m p l e  s e a m s t r e s s  w h o  j u s t  h a p p e n e d  t o  g e t
o n  a  b u s  o n e  d a y  a n d  i g n i t e  a  m o v e m e n t ,  R o s a  P a r k s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  E .  D .
N i x o n ,  w a s  t h e  m a i n s t a y  o f  t h e  M o n t g o m e r y  N A A C P  t h r o u g h  t h e  1 9 4 0 s  a n d
1 9 5 0 s .  O n  h e r  l u n c h  h o u r s ,  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g s  a f t e r  w o r k ,  a n d  o n  w e e k e n d s ,
P a r k s  w o u l d  b e  i n  N i x o n ' s  o f f i c e ,  a n s w e r i n g  p h o n e s ,  h a n d l i n g
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  s e n d i n g  o u t  p r e s s  r e l e a s e s  t o  n e w s p a p e r s .  k e e p i n g  t r a c k  o f
t h e  c o m p l a i n t s  t h a t  f l o o d e d  i n  c o n c e r n i n g  r a c i a l  v i o l e n c e  a n d  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .
A s  m u c h  a s  h e  d e p e n d e d  o n  h e r ,  N i x o n  h a d  l i t t l e  u s e  f o r  w o m e n  a s  a c t i v i s t s .
O n e  t i m e  h e  t o l d  P a r k s  t h a t  " w o m e n  d o n ' t  n e e d  t o  b e  n o w h e r e  b u t  i n  t h e
k i t c h e n . "  S h e  s h o t  b a c k :  " W e l l ,  w h a t  a b o u t  m e ? "  R e a l i z i n g  h e  h a d  p a i n t e d
h i m s e l f  i n t o  a  c o r n e r ,  N i x o n  c a m e  b a c k  w i t h  a  l a m e  r e p l y :  " . . .  I  n e e d  a
s e c r e t a r y  a n d  y o u  a r e  a  g o o d  o n e . "  S h e  w a s  m u c h  m o r e  t h a n  t h a t .  

E x t r a c t  f r o m  F r e e d o m ' s  D a u g h t e r s :  T h e  U n s u n g  H e r o i n e s  o f  t h e  C i v i l
R i g h t s  M o v e m e n t  f r o m  1 8 3 0  t o  1 9 7 0  b y  L y n n e  O l s o n :

INTERSECTIONALITY: ROSA PARKS

What is the NAACP? Why would it have been dangerous to
join?
What does it mean to take the minutes? Why was this
considered women’s work?
Why do you think Nixon didn’t think women should be
activists?

Read the passage below and then discuss the following
questions:



Who Sa i d  I t  Was  S imp l e
by  Aud re  Lo rde

The re  a r e  so  many  roo t s  t o  t he  t r ee  o f  a nge r    

t h a t  some t imes  t he  b r anches  s h a t t e r    

b e fo re  t hey  bea r .

S i t t i ng  i n  Ned i c k s

t he  women  r a l l y  be fo re  t hey  ma rch    

d i s cu s s i ng  t he  p rob l ema t i c  g i r l s    

t h ey  h i r e  t o  make  t hem f r ee .

An  a lmos t  wh i t e  coun te rman  p a s se s    

a  wa i t i ng  b ro t he r  t o  s e rve  t hem f i r s t    

a nd  t he  l a d i e s  ne i t he r  no t i c e  no r  r e j e c t    

t h e  s l i g h t e r  p l e a su r e s  o f  t he i r  s l a ve ry .    

Bu t  I  who  am  bound  by  my  m i r ro r    

a s  we l l  a s  my  bed

see  c au se s  i n  co l ou r

a s  we l l  a s  s ex

and  s i t  h e r e  wonde r i ng    

wh i ch  me  w i l l  s u r v i ve    

a l l  t h e se  l i b e r a t i on s .

Audre Lorde ,  “Who Said It  Was Simple” from From a Land Where Other People L ive .  
Copyr ight © 1973 by Audre Lorde .


